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American 
Gear Manufacturers
Association

AGMA Announces Next 
Generation Award
After a year and a half of collaboration, it is my privilege to report that 

the AGMA Board of Directors approved the AGMA Next Generation 

Award at their March 2010 meeting. This new award is meant to rec-

ognize innovative work by younger individuals responsible for one or 

more significant achievements that have enhanced or strengthened the 

gear industry and/or the AGMA. It is designed to honor those who are 

emerging as contributors, innovators, and leaders in the gear industry 

and to serve as an incentive for others in the next generation of gear 

talent.  The achievement or contribution by the nominee will be judged 

by the Awards Committee for its positive impact on the gear industry 

and/or the AGMA. The outstanding achievement can be for technical, 

organizational, or managerial activities. The award will be limited to 

individuals from the AGMA membership and who have been engaged 

in the gear industry for 12 years or less.

The Next Generation Award is the first AGMA accolade in which nom-

inees are solicited directly from the membership on an annual basis. 

The call for nominations will commence each September and remain 

open for two months. The award application will include a brief biogra-

phy of the individual, a detailed explanation of the work accomplished, 

and a statement of how it has contributed positively to the future of 

the gear industry and/or the AGMA. Each application will be reviewed 

by the Awards Committee based on the merits and significance of the 

nominee’s achievements. Final approval of the successful nomination 

will be made by a majority vote the AGMA Board of Directors by the 

end of each year. Multiple recipients may be selected in any one year. If 

no candidates meet the award criteria, the award will not be given.

The award will be one of the AGMA’s most prestigious. The winning 

recipient will receive a commemorative plaque inscribed with his or her 

name and a voucher to attend an AGMA sponsored education program 

of their choice. I urge all company, consulting, and academic members 

to review the rising talent among their ranks and to submit a nomina-

tion for the individual who truly deserves to be recognized by their 

peers. The application form is available online by following the instruc-

tions in the “Award Details” box on this page, or it can be obtained 

from the AGMA headquarters. Let’s recognize those who will lead our 

industry into the future! Roland Ramberg, president
The Gear Works-Seattle, Inc.

www.thegearworks.com
(206) 762-3333

To nominate someone you know go to [www.agma.org/member-

ship/benefits] and click on “AGMA Next Generation Award 

Nomination Form.” The complete criteria for the award is 

maintained in the AGMA Policy and Practice Guide. Please 

contact the AGMA for additional information. The deadline for 

entries is Oct. 31, 2010:

• �Selection Process: The AGMA Next Generation Award nomina-

tions shall be reviewed and evaluated by the AGMA Awards 

Committee before the end of each year. Multiple recipients 

may be selected by the committee in any one year. If in the 

judgment of the committee no candidates meet the award 

criteria, the award will not be given. Successful nominations 

must be ratified by a majority vote of the AGMA Board of 

Directors.

• �Award Description: The award shall consist of a commemora-

tive plaque inscribed with the name of the recipient and the 

year of the presentation, plus a voucher to attend an AGMA-

sponsored education program.

• �Award Presentation: The AGMA Chairperson and the AGMA 

president shall determine the appropriate means of the award 

announcement and the venue of the award presentation.

Award Details
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Calendar of Events
Whether you’re looking for technical education, networking opportunities, or a way for your voice to be heard in the standards process, the AGMA has 
something to offer you. If you would like more information on any of the following events visit www.agma.org or send e-mail to events@agma.org.

Sound and Vibration 
Committee Meeting

Mill Gearing Committee 
Meeting

New Spline Committee-
Introductory Meeting

Gear Failure Analysis 
Seminar (Sold Out)

September
8-9 22

1 13-15

** Event open to AGMA members only. Not a member? Send e-mail to membership@agma.org.

Alexandria, VA

WebEx
The committee evaluates special consider-
ations required for helical and herringbone 
gears used to drive cylindrical grinding mills, 
kilns, dryers and metal rolling mills.

WebEx AGMA’s seminar will allow students to examine various types of 
gear failure, such as macropitting, micropitting, scuffing, tooth 
wear, and breakage. Possible causes of these failures are pre-
sented along with some suggested ways to avoid them. 

Detailed Gear Design (Video)
Through generous support from the AGMA Foundation 
we have recorded the popular Detailed Gear Design live 
course for wider availability. Taught by gear expert Ray Dra-
go, P.E., students can get the full experience of the course 
through 15 one-hour segments and supporting training 
documents. Detailed Gear Design teaches students about 
gear design and then walks them through carefully crafted 
“problems” that will demonstrate the practical application 
of the optimization methods presented in this seminar.

Workforce Training Series* (Online)
The AGMA Workforce Training Series has been developed 
to assist current new and midlevel employees of gear 
manufacturers. The series provides a comprehensive 
overview of gearing to enhance students’ understanding 
of essential terminology and practices within the indus-
try. Students will go through a self-paced training course 
followed by a test for each course. Study guides and re-
lated materials, including practice tests, are provided for 
optimal success. Students will also receive a copy of the 
Nomenclature Standard. (* This series of courses have 
been developed using AGMA Standards. The material ref-

AGMA Launches Multiformat Education Portal
The American Gear Manufacturers Association (AGMA) has recently launched a new education site to utilize technology and deliver 
dynamic content to a wider audience. The AGMA Education Portal will provide a series of high impact training courses developed 
for employees in gear manufacturing and those that work with gears in industry. Education will be available as live and on-demand 
webinars, online courses, video courses, podcasts, and more. Current offerings, available at [agma.peachnewmedia.com], include:



JANUARY 2010             15

Gain basic gear training in three courses: Fundamentals of Gearing, 
Gear Inspection, and Hobbing. Go to www.agma.org/events-training/
detail/online-workforce-education.

Gear Failure 
Analysis Seminar

Gear Manufacturing 
and Inspection

Wormgearing 
Committee Meeting

September October
17-19

4-828-30

Milwaukee, WI
Advancing gear science is the foundation of AGMA, and the technical excellence in 

the industry is on display each year at AGMA’s Fall Technical Meeting (FTM). Each 
year the FTM highlights the latest research in the industry from experts from all over 

the world.

Daley College, Chicago, IL
Dramatically improve your knowledge and productivity through classroom 
and hands-on training from AGMA. Learn to set up machines for maximum 
efficiency, inspect gears accurately and understand basic gearing.

Concordville, PA
Gain a broad understanding of the methods used to manu-
facture and inspect gears – and much more. Take it one step 
further, learning how the resultant information can be applied 
and interpreted in the design process. It is critical that the 
design engineer understand the manufacturing and inspec-
tion processes that will be employed so that the intent of the 
design can be successfully translated into practice.

Available Year-Round
Online 

Workforce 
Education

• �Fundamentals of Gearing (Self-Paced Course): This course is a comprehensive overview of the industry. It begins with a little his-

tory of gearing and proceeds through the topics of: Parallel Axis Gear Basics, involute Tooth Form, Description of the Gear, Diametrical 

Pitch/Module, Pitch, Pressure Angle, and then finishes by defining a series of 37 crucial terms used in gearing.

• �Parallel Gear Inspection (Self-Paced Course): Level 1: The level one gear inspection module includes basic concepts for gear measure-

ment, the tools and instruments used, the evaluation of gear characteristics, definitions of terms, and an introduction to gear quality classifica-

tion. Topics covered include: Categories of measurement on a gear; Double flank composite inspection; Single flank composite inspection; The 

sequence of measurements; When should gear elements be measured; Mean helix slope deviation; and Classification of gear quality.

• �Hobbing (Self-Paced Course): This course is designed to present the basics of hobbing to hobbing machine operators, gear tech-

nicians, and engineers. It covers the following material: Hobbing process; hob cutting tool terminology; generating gears; hobbing 

machine terminology; measuring, mounting, and truing the hob; mounting and truing the work piece; basic part inspection; tooth size, 

runout; and recognizing problems.

erences AGMA information sheet 915-1-A02 and ANSI/AGMA technical standards 2015-1-A01 and 2015-2-A06 ). The series is 
comprised of three courses:

AGMA EDUCATION EVENT
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Contact the AGMA
500 Montgomery Street, Suite 350
Alexandria, VA 22314-1581
(703) 684-0211
www.agma.org

General requests: webmaster@agma.org
Membership questions: membership@agma.org
Gear Expo information: gearexpo@agma.org
Technical/Standards information: tech@agma.org
AGMA Foundation: foundation@agma.org

Board of Directors
Norbert Benik: VP of Industrial Sales, Ontario Drive & Gear LTD

Jim Bregi: President, Doppler Gear Company

Ivan Brems: CEO, Hansen Transmission International

Louis Ertel: President & CEO, Overton Gear & Tool Corp.

Richard Kuhr: Senior Application Engineer, ABA-PGT, Inc.

Bryan Lammers: Division Manager, Caterpillar, Inc.

Tom Marino: President & CEO, Gear Technology

Gordon New: Managing Director, Ronson Gears Pty., Ltd.

Jack Nowlin: President, C-B Gear & Machine, Inc.

Bob Phillips: Senior Vice President, Gleason Cutting Tools Corp.

Kyle Seymour: President & CEO, Xtek, Inc.

Dirk Wernecke: Global Manager, Pricing, The Timken Company

AGMA Leadership Executive Committee
Chairman: Dave Ballard
Corporate Manager, SEW-Eurodrive, Inc.

Treasurer: Matt Mondek
President, Cotta Transmission Company, LLC

Chairman, BMEC: John Strickland 
VP of Marketing and Strategic Planning, Fairfield 
Manufacturing Co., Inc.

Chairman, TDEC: Dr. Phil Terry
Metallurgist, Lufkin Industries

Chairman Emeritus: Dennis Gimpert
President, Koepfer America, LLC

Staff
Joe T. Franklin, Jr., President 
Charles Fischer, Vice President Technical Division    
Jan Potter, Vice President Membership

The American Gear Manufacturers Asso-
ciation (AGMA) is forming a new techni-
cal committee to fulfill the need for a com-
prehensive set of standards on design, 
rating, accuracy, application, inspection, 
and maintenance of splines. The forma-
tion of this new committee comes from 
many inquiries made to AGMA staff, by 
members of industry as well as a formal 
proposal from members of current com-
mittees including but not limited to Vehi-
cle Gearing, Flexible Couplings, and Cut-
ting Tools. The AGMA Technical Division 
Executive Committee (TDEC) unanimously 
approved the formation of this new group 
at their meeting in May.

AGMA seeks members for this new 
committee. Representatives of the 
AGMA Technical Committees must be 
AGMA members. An organizational 
teleconference was held in early Sep-
tember, and for more information on 
the results of that meeting visit [www.
agma.org]. If you are interested in be-
ing involved with the work of this com-
mittee, or to become a member of the 
committee, please send an e-mail to 
Amir Aboutaleb, AGMA staff engineer, 
at aboutaleb@agma.org with your 
name, company, and recommendations 
for topics the new committee should 
consider.

AGMA Spline Technical Committee: 
Call for Participation


